
 

 

     AGENDA 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

June 9, 2020 

SEAFORD CITY HALL – 414 HIGH STREET 

 

The meeting will be streamed via live feed.   

 

 

 

 

7:00 P.M. – Mayor David Genshaw calls the Regular Meeting to order.                

- Invocation  

- Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of                      

America.  

- Changes to agenda for this meeting. 

- Approval of minutes of the regular meeting on May 26, 

2020.  

- Approval of the Budget Workshop Meeting Minutes from 

May 19, 2020 

 

Judge Jennifer Sammons will give the Oath of Offices to David 

Genshaw for the position of Mayor and Dan H Henderson and Jose 

Santos for the position of Councilman 

 

Mayor Genshaw to hold the election for Vice-Mayor 

 

Mayor Genshaw to appoint Council liaisons 

 

 

ALL ITEMS ON THIS AGENDA MAY OR MAY NOT BE VOTED ON. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE: 

 

1.  

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

To view a live meeting visit one of the links below: 

• On our website:   www.seafordde.com/meetinglivefeed 
• On Facebook:  www.Facebook.com/cityofseaford 

• On YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmTD6-NSvIMLwLSg3FUCzIA 
 
To view this meeting agenda and supporting documentation visit our website: 
www.seafordde.com/meetings_and_agendas 
 
Comments and questions may be mailed to: 
Councilinfo@seafordde.com 
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1. Mr. Fred Pearson with PTA/DELVAL to present the formal tax 

appeal recommendations for Council action.  

 

2. Buck Consultants to present the General Employee Pension 

Plan valuation results for 2019 plan year and plan 

information. 

 

3. Buck Consultants to present the estimated financial impact of 

potential plan design changes for the General Employee 

Pension Plan. 

 

4. Present an update regarding the request to suspend the 

demolition of 331 North Street and request approval to 

proceed with the code action due to lack of progress shown 

by the property owner. 

 

5. Present for approval the appointment of Records Officers and 

Authorized Agents for FY21 to the Delaware Public Archives 

 

6. Bids – Portable Toilets.  

 

7. Bids – Stein Highway Church of God Paving. 

 

8. Bids – Renovations for 400 High Street Office Building. 

 

9. Present for approval the FY2021 Budget. 

 

10. Berley Mears, Director of Public Works to present a plan for 

smoke testing portions of the City sewer network for inflow 

and infiltration (I&I) identification and elimination. 

 

11. Present for approval a funding plan for Phase I of the Oyster         

House Park project along the Nanticoke River. 

 

12. Present for approval a proposal to donate labor and 

equipment costs for electrical infrastructure modifications 

and installations for the Phase I Oyster House Park project 

along the Nanticoke River.  
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  OLD BUSINESS: 

 

1.  

 

 

 REMINDER OF MEETINGS & SETTING NEW MEETINGS: 

 

 

1. Clean Up Week is June 8 – 12 for the City of Seaford residential 

households only. Go to www.seafordde.com and click on home 

then services for the drop-down information on Clean Up week 

to find out what will and will not be picked up during the week.   

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

 

1. Police & Fire – Councilman Dan Henderson  

2. Administration – Councilman Orlando Holland  

3. Code, Parks and Recreation – Councilman James King  

4. Public Works & WWTF – Councilman Matt MacCoy  

5. Electric – Councilman William Mulvaney  

 

Mayor Genshaw solicits a motion to adjourn the regular Council 

meeting. 

 

NOTE:  Agenda shall be subject to change to include or delete 

additional items (including executive session) which arise at the time 

of the meeting.   (29 Del. C.  S1004 (e) (3)) 

 

Date Posted: 6/1/2020 

 

Posted by:  TNT 



June 9, 2020 

To: Mayor and City Council 

Subject: 2020 Tax Appeal Recommendations 

 

There were five properties to make recommendations for based on this year’s 

property tax appeals. Recommendations for those appeals are as follows. 

1. 803 Griffin Street  

a. Property owner purchased the property in May of 2019 for $55,000.00. 

He feels that the assessment is too high based on what the price he paid 

for the property.    

 

b. Recommendation: When the property was purchased, the property was 

unlivable. The owner has made some improvements to make the home 

livable. The recommendation is to decrease the assessment to $65,000 

from $85,200.  

 

2. Sussex Highway – TMP # 3-31-4.00-019.00 

a. Property owner questioned the improvement value of $40,000.00 on his 

property. The property has no improvements and is only land.   

 

b. Recommendation: No change to current assessed value for land.  After 

reviewing additional Commercial value, this parcel is equally valued. The 

zoning was also check for the property and was at least 50 acres is 

zoned commercial.   

 

3. 724 Thompson Street  

a. The property was purchased on June 7, 2019. The property owner feels 

that the assessed value is too high based on the age of the home.  

 



b. Recommendation: The home is in fair to poor condition. The 

recommendation is to decrease the assessment to $50,000 from 

$63,100.  

 

4. 22395 Sussex Highway – TMP 3-31-5.00-116.00 

a. Property Owner purchased the two properties on July 22, 2019 for 

the amount of $1,700,000. The purchase price was based on this 

property having a value of $975,000.00. This building has a 

commercial lease that is triple net and requires the Tenant to 

reimburse the landlord for all taxes. With the taxes being so high, it is 

creating a hardship with finding tenants to occupy the space.  

 

b. Recommendation: Currently, the Dollar Tree leases this building. 

There is a one year left in the lease and then the property owner will 

have to negotiate a new lease. After reviewing the property, I would 

recommend to decrease the land value from $880,500 to $853,000 

and the improvement value from $1,211,400 to $701,400. This would 

mean that the total assessment would be $1,554,400.   

 

5. 22945 Sussex Highway – TMP 3-31-6.00-009.04 

a. Property Owner purchased the two properties on July 22, 2019 for 

$1,700,000. The purchased price as based on this property having a 

value of $725,000. This building has a commercial lease that is triple 

net and requires the Tenant to reimburse the landlord for all taxes. 

With the taxes being so high, it is creating a hardship with finding 

tenants to occupy the space. 

 

b. Recommendation: The suites in this complex have poor visibility from 

the highway as they sit back behind the Dollar Tree building. After 

reviewing the property, I would recommend to decrease the land 

value due to the acres not being correct from $1,612,300 to 

$573,700 and decrease the improvement value from $1,123,300 to 



$365,200. This would mean that the total assessment would 

decrease from $2,735,600 to $938,900.  

 

• The total new assessment for 22395 and 22945 Sussex Highway 

would be $2,493,300.  











MEMORANDUM 

 
TO:  Charles Anderson, CM 

 

FR: Berley Mears, Director of Public Works  

 

RE:  Church of God Paving bid 

 

DT: June 4, 2020 

 

 

The City received four bids for the above referenced project. Please see 

the below table: 
 

 

Bidder Total Bid  

Terra Firma of Delaware $63,713.71 

Jerry's Paving $74,511.40 

George & Lynch $77,344.44 

Delmarva Paving $105,984.50 

 

 
It is my recommendation to award the Church of God paving bid to 

Terra Firma of Delaware Inc. for the total of $63,713.71.  Terra Firma 

of Delaware Inc. is the lowest bidder and they have met all of the 

bidding requirements.  

 

This project was funded by Representative Short in the amount of 

$88,752.20 based on the estimate.  I would like to get a price from the 

contractor to upgrade the striping from latex paint to a thermo 

application for longevity.  We have more than enough contingency to 

get this done. 

 

Please present this information to Mayor and Council at their June 9, 

2020 meeting for their consideration.  

 

Please contact me should you have any questions. 
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